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Story highlights

ASU London lauded as innovative approach to education

Students can earn two degrees in four years

Could be a model for other global universities

LONDON — Michael Goodwin was less than a minute into his remarks Wednesday when he made
clear to the audience of 300 or so gathered for the opening of ASU London, a new independent,
U.K.-degree-awarding higher education provider founded by Arizona State University, exactly why
they were there.

“We’re here to celebrate the opening of what we believe will become one of the pioneering new
providers of higher education globally,” said Goodwin, managing director of ASU London.

“Our challenge-based learning approach, our innovative program design, our global student
pathways and our commitment to training graduates so they have the skills to solve highly
challenging, complex global problems is why we believe that we are creating a higher education
proposition that’s fit for the future.”

https://news.asu.edu/20260910-university-news-asu-london-students-ready-kickoff-week
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The opening of ASU London was celebrated in an hourlong program at the Tait Building, part of
the nearly 300-year-old Clerkenwell campus of City St. George’s, University of London, where ASU
London is located.

As part of the program, Arizona State University President Michael Crow, Phoenix Mayor Kate
Gallego and others, including two incoming students from the Phoenix area, were on hand to
participate in panel discussions that delved into the promise and potential of ASU London.

ASU London offers six undergraduate degree programs: business management; computer
science; electrical and electronic engineering; engineering with artificial intelligence; engineering
with mechatronics systems; and global design engineering.

The 320 students studying this fall will be guided by U.K.-based faculty in collaboration with faculty
from ASU’s top-ranked Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering and W. P. Carey School of Business.

And, as several speakers noted Wednesday, students can complete a three-year bachelor's
degree in London and then pursue an accelerated one-year master's degree at ASU.

The ability to earn two degrees in as little as four years saves students time, reduces tuition costs
and provides an international experience across two of the world’s leading higher education
systems.

“I don’t think this has happened before, and that is what is so extraordinary,” said Sir Malcolm
Grant, chair of ASU London’s board of trustee directors, a senior advisor to Crow and part of
London’s university system since 1972. “We can take students internationally, give them three
years’ education here in London, and then they may go onto a master’s program (at ASU).

“Being able to offer students this extraordinary opportunity ... I am totally committed to this.”

Crow said ASU London is the “manifestation” of ASU’s eighth design aspiration: Engage globally.

“We think that at the end of the day, a university which is local only will be lesser only,” Crow said.
“A university which is focused on a small (number) of ways that people learn will be a lesser
institution. An institution that is single culture is going to be a failure. An institution that’s not
connected to all the things that are going on around the world will not be successful.

Changing Futures
ASU's week in London also brought together
members and supporters of the university
community at Drapers' Hall for Changing Futures
: A Global Gathering on Sept. 18.

More than 500 members and supporters of the
ASU community registered for the event, which
featured discussions on education, creativity,
sport and innovation and how those fields can
expand opportunity and create lasting impact

https://engineering.asu.edu/
https://wpcarey.asu.edu/?utm_ecd22=22-asucampus-wpc&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=24055850341
https://newamericanuniversity.asu.edu/about/design-aspirations
https://asuchangingfutures.org/


“This is a way for us to innovate. It’s a way
for us to connect. It’s a way for ASU to be
globally engaged.”

Goodwin said ASU’s commitment to innovation is seen in ASU London’s hands-on, project-based
learning approach, in which students will work with industry partners, as well as its ability to offer
students two degrees in four years.

“It’s a different journey,” Goodwin said. “If you’re a student, we’re bringing different choices. And I
think that’s a really powerful message, and one that’s much needed at this moment in higher
education.”

James Wood, who is studying business management after graduating from Brophy College
Preparatory in Phoenix this May, said everything about ASU London — from its learning approach
to its global focus — convinced him to cross the pond to begin his college education.

“I feel as I come to London, it’s going to open up more opportunities for me to be a leader,” Wood
said. “You’re surrounded by leaders. And what I particularly like is that they’re not just handing you
a paper to work on. You’re actually working on a project. You’re given a purpose.

“I think that’s going to make you learn better, it’s going to make you want to learn more and it’s
going to make you excited for the future.”

Wood said he’s been in London for just a week and already has become friends with students from
Brazil, France, Spain, Malaysia and China.

Gallego noted that ASU London represents another example of how two global cities can connect
and benefit from their affiliation. Phoenix and London, Gallego said, are both financial services
hubs, and working with ASU to see where the economy is going will help Phoenix “come out a
winner.”

“We think by partnering with the most innovative university,” Gallego said, “that we can be one of
the cities that comes out ahead, and our residents will have a chance at the jobs of the future to
live out their dreams and be well positioned in an enormously changing world.”

Although ASU London is in its infancy, Crow already is thinking about the future. He said ASU
London could have as many as 4,000 students and be a global model for other universities.

“We hope that it’s a pilot for a global model because we’re working with Cintana Education to not
only help start universities around the world but to help enhance universities around the world,”
Crow said. “The education sector has under-innovated for the challenges that are ahead, and are
very much focused on status and selectivity as their method of competition.

“So welcome, in a sense, to an innovative project.”

ASU London: Behind the scenes
Follow along as ASU News reporter Scott Bordow shares what it's like to be reporting on this
week's events from London, and shares some tips, ideas and locations he discovers along the

across communities.

https://news.asu.edu/20260916-sun-devil-community-asu-london-behind-scenes


way.

More ASU London coverage
Preview: Students packed and ready for a 'once-in-a-lifetime opportunity'

Thursday: Student designs in chocolate, fashion take center stage

Friday: ASU London students jump in with a multi-day hackathon

Also Friday: Event management students visit revered sports venues on study abroad trip

Saturday: Super fans and festivities at the Union Jack Classic

This story originally appeared on ASU News.
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ASU London students walk out of the Franklin Building in London on Sept. 15. Photo by Samantha
Chow/Arizona State University
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ASU President Michael Crow (left) and ASU London Professor and Chair of the Board of Trustee
Directors Sir Malcolm Grant walk around the Clerkenwell neighborhood of London on Sept. 16.
Photo by Samantha Chow/Arizona State University
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ASU President Michael Crow (center left) and ASU London Managing Director Michael Goodwin
(center right) pop confetti canons alongside other ASU and ASU London leaders during a
ceremony celebrating the opening of the ASU London Franklin Building in London on Sept. 16.



ASU London international students tour the Visi-Lab at the ASU London Tait Building in the
Clerkenwell area of London, England on Sept. 14.



ASU London business management students Shelby Connell (left) and Ava Livermore walk around
the Shoreditch neighborhood of London, England, on Sept. 15.



ASU London engineering with AI student Peter King (center) poses for a photo with his parents
outside of the Tait Building in London on Sept. 14.


