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University is No. 4 in nation in Digital Leaders in Higher Education
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Arizona State University has maintained its top-5 ranking among U.S. public universities for
developing the next generation of digital and AI-ready leaders, according to a new survey.

The Digital Leaders in Higher Education Survey, released July 8, ranked ASU fourth among U.S.
public universities and 17th among all American universities — public and private.

Globally, ASU is 53rd, up two spots from last year. The rankings were released by Emerging, a
consulting firm that specializes in employability.

"As AI reshapes our workforce, our economy and our daily lives, now more than ever we need
leaders who not only possess technical expertise in AI and digital technologies, but also the critical
thinking and principled innovation required to ensure that humanity is well served by the
technologies we develop,” said Nancy Gonzales, executive vice president and university provost.

“Preparing our graduates to be ethical and transformational digital leaders is ASU’s goal, and we
are proud to be recognized as a university developing such leaders."

In the overall Digital Leaders category, ASU’s ranking of fourth among public universities, the
same as last year, puts it ahead of the University of California, Los Angeles, the University of
Michigan and the University of Illinois.

The overall digital leadership ranking was based on the following subcategories, in which ASU also
ranked highly among public universities:

https://www.emerging.fr/digital-leaders/digital-leaders-2026-global-ranking


Digital transformation management: ASU was second, ahead of Georgia Tech, Michigan and
the University of Washington.

Digital entrepreneurship: ASU was third, ahead of Georgia Tech, UCLA and the University of
Texas.

Computer science: ASU was fourth, ahead of UCLA, Illinois and Purdue University.

Data science, AI and business analytics: ASU was ranked eighth, ahead of UCLA, Purdue and
the University of Wisconsin.

The Digital Leaders rankings used large-scale professional and company data to examine the
career journeys of more than 200,000 graduates in 165 countries to identify institutions that
prepare students for an evolving digital landscape.

This story originally appeared on ASU News.

Main image

https://www.emerging.fr/ressources/inside-the-top-150
https://www.emerging.fr/ressources/inside-the-top-150
https://news.asu.edu/20260710-university-news-asu-ranked-among-top-5-us-public-universities-developing-ai-ready-leaders


Students work in groups during ASU Professor of Practice will.i.am’s The Agentic Self course, at
the FYI AI Campus in Los Angeles, on Feb. 11. Taught concurrently in LA and at ASU's Tempe
campus, the class teaches students how to create AI personas that can not only completes tasks
but also reflect a person’s values, voice and goals. Photo courtesy of Emily Choi/FYI AI


