$115M gift — the largest
ever for ASU —to
establish School of
Conservation Futures

Rob Walton Foundation philanthropic investment will reshape
learning and workforce development for conservation science
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When Rob Walton visited a friend in South Africa 25 years ago to tour a nature preserve, his friend
told him getting involved with this kind of work was what Nelson Mandela told him “good guys” do.

The comment struck a chord with Walton, who recalled fond childhood memories of camping with
his family in several of America’s national parks. Those formative experiences engaging with
nature left a positive lasting impression.

In fact, those memories influenced his decision to support his friend’s nature preserve and, in the
years since, to join the board of Conservation International and support long-term partnerships and
sustainability practices at Walmart.

“Conservation is important for our whole world,” said Walton, a philanthropist, conservationist and
the former chairman of Walmart. “We need nature to survive. We need clean air, clean water and
food that is healthy. All those things come from nature. Ultimately, I've made this a priority.”

Walton is a longtime supporter of Arizona State University and its ongoing commitment to
sustainability. That partnership reached a new milestone today with the launch of a school
dedicated to preparing the next generation of conservation leaders. Launched in New York with
ASU President Michael Crow during Climate Week, the new initiative is made possible by an
unprecedented $115 million philanthropic investment — the largest in the university’s history.

Funded by the Rob Walton Foundation as part of ASU’s newly launched Changing Futures
campaign, the gift will establish the Rob Walton School of Conservation Futures. Additionally, in
recognition of this transformational support and Walton’s dedication to planetary health, ASU’s
College of Global Futures will be renamed the Rob Walton College of Global Futures.
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“It is a worthy honor for all that Rob has done,” Crow said. “His long-standing support has been
critically important to ASU’s leadership and growth in sustainability. He shares our institutional
belief that there is an urgent need to tackle the challenges facing our planet — as well as an
unbelievable opportunity to find new solutions by dedicating our time, creativity and resources to
the task.”

(Video: {https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdIlwkysl0Y4})

Crow said the new school will be laser-focused on conservation, adding that “protecting the
planet’s future is protecting our future, and Rob’s support is key to these efforts.”

Along with the new school, Walton’s gift will also create:

The Rob Walton Chair to lead the Walton School of Conservation Futures.

Three named professorships to support scholarly research, education activities and professional
development.

A scholarship fund — the Rob Walton Scholars — to provide full and partial scholarships to
students.

“The Rob Walton School of Conservation Futures is redefining conservation science to address the
challenges of a rapidly changing world,” said Peter Schlosser, vice president and vice provost of
Global Futures. “Through its central mission of transforming conservation education for a thriving
planetary future, this new academic entity is not just preserving ecosystems — it is developing
adaptive solutions to ensure sustainable pathways for future generations.”

Launching in late 2025 with the Conservation Futures Academy, the school will ultimately offer
training programs and certificates for high school students, working learners and corporate
executives to drive conservation efforts in their communities and internationally.

The school will also offer certificates and credentials tailored for conservation organizations,
government agencies and related industries, which are collectively working to conserve 30% of
terrestrial and marine habitats by 2030. This worldwide initiative creates a need for specialty skill
sets as well as provides an opportunity for many new jobs.

Eventually, the school will grow to include graduate and undergraduate degrees and global
offerings as well as career support in conservation. Additionally, the school will partner with
employers and practitioners to co-create and scale inclusive pathways into the conservation
workforce.

Blending cutting-edge biodiversity research with hands-on conservation experience and diverse
knowledge bases, the school aims to create well-rounded, practical solutions. It will highlight how
deeply connected our world is — while also honoring the unique value of local places. It will unite
traditional and nontraditional learners, employers, educators, scholars and practitioners from
different perspectives. That kind of collaboration is exactly what excites Peter Seligmann, who is
playing a key role in launching the school.
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“Solving the planet’s greatest conservation challenges requires the wisdom, innovation and
leadership of people from all corners of the world. By bringing together diverse, place-inspired
solutions and perspectives, we can spark transformative action that extends far beyond any single
region,” said Seligmann, chairman emeritus and former CEO of Conservation International, which
he co-founded in 1987.

“The launch of this new School of Conservation Futures at
Arizona State University is a vital step in growing the next .
generation of global leaders to create a future that ensures Changlng Futures
that nature and people thrive together.” cam paign

This investment is part of ASU’s
Changing Futures campaign.
Fueled by philanthropic
investment and unique
partnerships, the campaign
focuses on six key areas:
enhancing education access,
developing leaders, promoting
sustainability, strengthening
communities, advancing health
and developing impactful
technology.

The new school will not only carry Walton’s name but also his
philosophies and hopes for reinvigorating and safeguarding
the planet.

“Conservation often starts at the local level, but to make a
difference, solutions have to scale,” Walton said.
“Organizations like Conservation International and African
Parks have done a great job scaling successful local models
to a global level. Nature doesn’t recognize borders —
protecting our planet’s ecosystems for the long term requires
international collaboration.”

Walton’s gift will accelerate and expand the work already in

effect to partner with international, national and local NGOs,

governments and business partners, as well as local and Indigenous communities, to advance
conservation research and education.

“We are incredibly grateful for this transformational investment from Rob Walton and his
unwavering support of ASU and planetary health,” said Gretchen Buhlig, CEO of the ASU
Foundation for a New American University. “This gift will accelerate ASU’s work with global
partners by enabling them to collaborate and co-design and deliver cutting-edge conservation
education and training programs to ensure the next generation of conservation leaders are
equipped with the skills and knowledge needed to lead in the rapidly evolving field of
conservation.”

Walton is determined to see private-sector leaders join the mix to create workforces that align with
the demands and opportunities of a sustainable global economy. He said the next generation of
corporate leaders need to understand both how their decisions impact nature and how nature
affects their businesses.

“One of the biggest gaps is leadership. We know what solutions work, and we’re seeing
governments, business and funders get onboard,” Walton said. “But without enough skilled leaders
to manage and scale these efforts, we won’'t make the progress we need. Successful conservation
requires working within cultural and political systems to achieve both local and global goals.”

Walton envisions a new school that will welcome a learner population that reflects the communities
across the world, and in many cases serve a nontraditional student population. He wants the
school’s initial focus to serve practitioners in the field and advanced-degree learners who are
looking to pursue graduate and nondegree certificates and professional master’s degrees to
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enhance their career trajectories and expand conservation outcomes.
Walton has a two-decade-long relationship with ASU, in part because of Crow.

“I remember my first engagement with Michael Crow shortly after he joined us here in Arizona,”
Walton said. “He spoke about three fundamental things that he believed the university must be: It
must be accessible, it must represent excellence and it must be in, and of, the community.”

Walton said he wants the new school to give emerging leaders the tools, knowledge and networks
to take conservation to new levels. He is saving his biggest aspirations and hopes for the students.

“Students bring fresh ideas, energy and innovation. They’re the next generation of leaders,
researchers and advocates,” Walton said. “By getting involved now — through research, advocacy
or fieldwork — they gain the skills to drive real change. We need their voices and commitment to
sustain a healthy planet.”

What others are saying

Daniela Raik, interim CEO of Conservation International: “Conservation is not the work of a
single field or discipline. It is a calling that demands talent, creativity and leadership from every
background. The School of Conservation Futures will help define the next generation of
conservationists and expand what it means to be one. We at Conservation International are
excited and grateful to play a role in this groundbreaking initiative at Arizona State University, and
we look forward to the impact these future leaders will have in protecting nature and securing an
abundant future for us all.”

Nancy Gonzales, ASU executive vice president and university provost: “This historic
investment in ASU cements Rob Walton’s legacy as a transformative leader in global conservation.
ASU is honored to be the steward of this gift. Through the faculty and staff of the Rob Walton
College of Global Futures, we will leverage this investment to rapidly scale solutions and
innovations that benefit our shared global future.”

Miki Kittilson, dean of the Walton College of Global Futures: “The next generation of
conservation leaders will need different types of skills and knowledge. Students in programs
across the Walton College of Global Futures, including the new school, tackle the most urgent and
complex challenges from a holistic perspective, seeing the ways systems work and turning
innovative ideas into action. Students in the Walton School of Conservation Futures will develop
solutions-relevant skills through applied projects and opportunities for place-based learning with
local communities and partners around the world.”

Melissa Nelson, professor in the School of Sustainability: “This school promises to transform
our understanding of the human-nature relationship by co-creating a new approach to conservation
education in part by highlighting Indigenous peoples’ long-term environmental knowledge and
practices — both with local tribal nations and global Indigenous communities. I’'m excited and
hopeful that by working and learning together in respectful ways, we will actively explore multiple
ways of protecting and celebrating biocultural diversity with holistic and enduring solutions.”

This story originally appeared on ASU News.
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“Students bring fresh ideas, energy and innovation. They’re the next generation of leaders,
researchers and advocates,” said Rob Walton, shown in a greenhouse on ASU's Tempe campus.
“By getting involved now — through research, advocacy or fieldwork — they gain the skills to drive
real change. We need their voices and commitment to sustain a healthy planet.” Photo by
Samantha Chow/Arizona State University
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Rob Walton looks at coral alongside students in a lab in the Walton Center for Planetary Health on
the Tempe campus. The new Rob Walton School of Conservation Futures will combine hands-on
learning with cutting-edge research. Photo by Samantha Chow/Arizona State University



Rob Walton, a philanthropist, conservationist and the former chairman of Walmart, says protecting
the planet long term requires strategies that can scale up and collaboration across borders. Photo
by Samantha Chow/Arizona State University
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ASU President Michael Crow (center) and Rob Walton (left) announce the university’s new Rob
Walton School of Conservation Futures during a panel moderated by Daniela Raik (right) of
Conservation International at the Concordia annual summit in New York City on Sept. 22. The
Concordia summit, held Sept. 21-24 in New York City, brings together public and private leaders
to explore solutions to local and global sustainability challenges.



An ad for ASU's Changing Futures campaign plays in Times Square in Manhattan on Sept. 22.
The campaign, committed to raising resources to have a direct and significant impact on the
communities that ASU serves, focuses on six key areas: enhancing education access, developing
leaders, promoting sustainability, strengthening communities, advancing health, and developing
impactful technology.



Rob Walton, a philanthropist, conservationist and the former chairman of Walmart, speaks during
the ASU Gathering for Conservation Futures after the university announced its new Rob Walton
School of Conservation Futures in New York City on Sept. 22. The school was created thanks to a
$115 million gift from the Rob Walton Foundation.



(From left) Conservation International Chief Conservation Officer Daniela Raik, ASU President
Michael Crow, actor Harrison Ford and musician and tech innovator will.i.am pose for a photo at
the ASU Gathering for Conservation Futures event after the university announced its new Rob
Walton School of Conservation Futures in New York on Sept. 22.



